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BIRDS Boston Hill and La Capilla wetlands have many of the same
species seen along San Vicente Creek but have species that prefer the
grassland environment. Some species which are possible to see here
that you would less likely see at San Vicente Creek are, Great horned
owl, White-throated swift, Rock wren, Canyon wren, Rufous-crowned
sparrow, Black-throated sparrow, Black-headed grosbeak.
These listings are not meant to be comprehensive
and some birds may be seen only seasonally.
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HISTORY of Boston Hill

Boston Hill is an abandoned mine lands property that
was purchased by the Town of Silver City in 1999 to
be preserved as open space. A series of three hills,

ACAPILLA WETLANDS
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San Vicente Creek is a wildlife corridor that leads from Chihua-
huan desert scrub lands to oak/pinyon/ponderosa forest via a
northern extension of the creek through the Town of Silver City
to the Gila National Forest border. The ready availability of water
is an attractant to migrating and nesting bird species. Likely bird
sightings along San Vicente Creek are:

Gambel’s quail Western bluebird

Mourning dove Townsend’s solitaire
White-winged dove American robin

Red-tailed hawk Curve-billed thrasher
Ladder-backed woodpecker Phainopepla .

Northern flicker Ruby-crowned kinglet

Black & Say’s phoebe Canyon towhee

Western scrub jay Spotted towhee

Common raven ChlPng PRIy

(more likely) Chihuahua raven ~ W hite-crowned sparrow
Violet-green swallow Dark-eyed junco

Juniper titmouse Summer tanager
Bridled titmouse Yellow & Yellow-rumped war.

Bushtit Wilson’s warbler

Lesser goldfinch

House finch, House sparrow
Rufous Noteworthy sightings in the San
hummingbird Vicente Creek area: Common black-
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hawk, Montezuma quail, Belted
kingfisher, Western tanager.
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tage park with walking trails
and wetlands just a few blocks
south of historic downtown Silver City between
San Vicente Creek and Boston Hill. It is open from
sunrise to sunset. The modern capilla (Spanish for
small chapel) and trails are part of ongoing devel-
opment by Silver City
and civic groups. The
original capilla graced
Silver City’s skyline
above Chihuahua Hill
in the late 1800s and
early 1900s.

Gambel’s quail
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Check the Southwestern New Mexico Audubon website for
more birding information, activities, downloadable maps,
checklists and nearby birding spots:

www.swnmaudubon.org
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brown. Historically, the creek
has been the site of many mill sites.
Evidence from these mills, in the
form of waste rock tailings piles,
can still be seen along San Vicente
Creek at the site of the former Sil-
ver City Reduction Works. This
mill shut down in the 1940s but
the by-products of its operations
can still be seen on the west side
of the creek in big, rusty looking
orange rock piles. Today the trail
along the creek provides excellent
birding and wildlife habitat, hik-
ing, biking, interpretive signage
and relief from

San Vicente Creek
the sun.
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